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In Naza RET, a town of mean report, 
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Few « car'd to imitate, though all would praiſe: 


d of late (as Providence decreed) . 
To Joſeph, ſprung from royal David's ſeed: 5 


While yet apart, each led A blameleſs life, 


(The plighted husband a 


the virgin wiſe,).. 


It chanc'd, as muſing in her houſe ſhe lay, 


een ſplendor gilt the face o 
She lifts her eyes, 
(That pleaſing ange 


. Fe. 


where lol an a 


el, Gabriel the £ 


agel ſt 


day: 
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Who thus began with heay nh ſounds to . 


And ſpeak « co! 
« All hail, bleſt maid! | = Gov kim 3 is thine, 


« And thou, above thy ſex, ordain 'd to ſhine : 


« O highly favord! confidently raiſe 


« Thy ſoul to rapture, and thy voice to praiſe: 


« For know, from thee the Son 
« The Prixcs of PrAce, and Judah's promis d King; 175 
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God ſhall pring, 


« PDeſtin d the throne of David to aſcend, 


« And whoſe extenſive empire knows no ei 
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p and ſplendor never kept their court, 
There liv'd an humble Maid; whoſe pious ways 
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n By no common way 
« Shall Gon this mercy to the world diſplay: _ 15 

« The Holy Ghoſt ſhall ſhed creating power, 

“And o'er thy womb prolific influence ſhower: | 

« His Name ordain'd before the world began; 

« Jxsvs the Sox of Gop; Jesvs the Fareno of Mani 
« Strange as it ſeems, Elizabeth muſt ſhare 
« The pleaſing ſtruggles of a promis d Heir; 
ce Nay, feels the preludes of that happy day 

« Since twice three moons have trac d their deſtin' d way. 
ce Nor a ; _uN from weakneſs, Gop can raiſe, 


No hwy "i could Fas PR contain; | 
It burſt with rapture in this pious ſtrain: 
« Behold the humble handmaid of the Lozp; 


to his word!” 
She ſaid; and Gabriel cleft the yielding air, 
And left the maid to ſolitude and prayer. 
That Gop is great, creation” s works diſclole ; 
That Go is true, the happy Virgin knows: 
The ſtrange conception, with amazement feels, 
And, in due time, with pious awe reveals. 
Yet much ſhe muſes on the wond'rous plan 
Of God incarnate, for the fake of man: 
„ Till 
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The Virgin ſeeks the noi om ſtable's gloomm 
Ws 'd ſhe reſts, and, with amazement, knows 113 
Amit ſurrounding herds a mother's 0 TH" 
. But ſoon perceives the acred Son is 1 
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wy And, in that ſtrange retirement, 
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VER Babe to Ol $2 


But _ the Abet the bed, but hay? ay 
Great Gov! ſhall | pride the regal ſtate invade, 


When thou wert in the humble manger | lad? 


She kiſs d the Infant, and ador d the Gov. 
Tax myſtic birth ſuch poverty conceals, , 


The watchful care of Providence reveals; 


Reveals to ſhepherds as their flocks they keep, 
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Pg 
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Great Gov! ſhall poverty diſtruſt thy care, 1 45 
When ſuch diftreſs encompaſs d Heaven's e 
Thus laid, the tender mother's tears o erflow' d; 


And guard from hungry wolves their tender ſheep : 
A ſudden light oerſpread them as they lay, 
And lent to night the blaze of glory's day: 
The trembling ſhepherds proftrate fear to riſe, . 
Nor dare to ſuch effulgence 1 lift their eyes; 
Till murmurs gentle as the vernal breeze, 


Which ſweetly whiſpers to the panting trees, 
Beſpoke ſome kind cele 


meſſage near; 


And ſoon theſe dulcet accents! charm' d their ear: 
« Fear not, ye innocent contented poor ; 

« My news is joyful, and my tidings ſure : 
« TO ou this day a bleſſed Child is giv n, 
« And you this day are made the ſons of Heay' n. 
« Ariſe, and ſwift to Bethlehem repair; 
« Behold the Infant's wants, the Mother 8 * 
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« And man, "by Cons preg learn to Love.” 
hus ſung the bleſſed choir, and ſinging ſoar d, 
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And with devotion, adoration paid; 
Return d with ſpeed, and ſpread abroad wit! 
The welcome tidings of the ſacred Boy 3 * 
Ador'd Gop's goodneſe, 


At ſuch expence to fave 

They told, and praigd, 'till all 

And bleſs d the coming of 

Wurx eight days © 

Canis bore the myſtic circum 
And took the name of J=8us as decreed, 


+ = 


Before conception's hour 


- 


7 SACRED/ POEM | 
: does Judab's land confine | 
Theſe joyful tidings of a birth divine; 15 
Where orient ſuns emit their lucid ray, 
And gild the mountain tops with early Ds 3 
'A new-form'd ſtar its giorioue influence ſheds, 


And heav 'oly brightneſs o'er Arabia ſpreads. 
The Magi, skill'd each planet to declare, 


That proudly glitters in the liquid air; 


Amaz d, this new inhabitant ſurvey, 


That ſhines reſplendent in the face of day. 


But Go, who form'd the firmament on high, 
And nam'd each ſpangling tenant of the DIE 
Reveals, what eaſtern wiſdom had in vain 
With painful muſings labour'd to explain : 
Joyful they learn what bleſſings are decreed, 
Prepar'd to follow as the ſtar ſhall lead : 

To pay their homage in the calm retreat, | 
And lay their tribute at a Saviour's feet. 

Led by the lucid harbinger they rove, 

Stay as it ſtays; and as it wanders, move. 

It led, where Salem's lofty city hy; : 

It ſtop'd, and with it ſtop'd the Sages weary way: 
When rumor ſwift to Herod's ear conveys, 
News that diſturbs, and tidings that amaze; 


For rumor tells, that eaſtern ſages bring 


Unqueſtion'd proofs of] udah's new-born King: 
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Cs + 1 to 23 e or Ae controul: F 
Till ſubtle arts ſupply their ſoothing aid, Sp. 1 „ 
And future ills to preſent peace e ot 0 hee Bw 
He ſmooths his ruffled brow, and ſighing * moe HY 
Much approbation of their „ oo 
Bids to proceed to Bethlehem, and bring 3 
More certain tidings of this new-korn King; 
That he with them may piouſly adore = 
This Child of wonder, and this Prince of pow Kh 
Diſmiſ'd, the Sages feek the bleſt abode; 
Where anxious Mary tends the Infant Gov. 
The faithful far their deftin'd journey leads, 
And o'er the ſpot diſtinguiſh' d luſtre ſpreads : 
Awful they enter, proftrate they adore, 
And full profuſions of their duty pourz; - 
ö Sabean gums (as prophets had foretold,) 
= - Sweet-ſcented incenſe; and reſplendent gold. 
3 Ĩ) h aſtoniſh'd pair, in ſilence, bleſs the ways 
Which Gop ordains to ſpread the Infant“ s praiſe: 
The Sages bow, ſubmiſſive at his feet, 
And, with reluctance, quit the bleſt retreat: 
| Refoly'd, when Phœbus glads the riſing day, 
- _- Herod's cars this' wonder to convey. = 
When, in a dream, the will of Gop ordains, 
They ſeek no more to viſit Salem's plains: —&@ 


Judah with a ſea of blood. 

Admoniſh'd thus, they chearfully obey, 

And to their native country bend their way: 

While Mary haſtes to Salem to repair, 

To pay redemption's tribute for her Heir. 

There, in the ſacred temple, offers doves, 

Emblems of chaſte and unpolluted love: 

Old Simean's breaſt the bleſſed Jxsvs fires, 

He ſpeaks prophetic as the Lord inſpires; 

The pious Anna Joins her voice of praiſe, 

While gath'ring crouds in admiration gaze. 
Wo ſees the Lybian lion roar for food, 

By hunger pinch'd, and ravenous for blood; 

Beholds the rage of madneſs which poſſeſs d 

And fir d the diſappointed Herod's breaſt. 

A riſing Prince, whoſe heav'n-deſcended ſway, 

Creation's utmoſt limits muſt obey: 

Whoſe fame and pow'r extenſively muſt ſpread, 

Hangs like a baleful meteor o'er his head. 

He aims to ward the blow 

The bleſſed Infant's age till now conceal'd, 

The unſuſpecting Magi had reveal'd ; 

And letter'd Sages of the Hebrew. race 

From ſacred records told the deſtin d place. 

As when a cunning fowler ſeeks to ſnare 

The free-born roving tenants of the air; 
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ae mutual pled 
The horrid deed « diſt 
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For this, thy purpoſe in a dam gear, 1 
And mark 'd the { thy helliſh breaſt | 

To Egypt thus en d, the bleſſed * 

Attend on Ixsus with affection's « care; 

And happy in the eaſy task of love,” 

They neither wiſh to ſtay, or or want to moye. 
It chanc' d, as night her awful gloom had ſpread, 
And placid peace-ſtood guardian at their bed; 
Their active thoughts a watchful Gop informs, 
That calms ſucceeded to Judea's ſtorms : 
That crafty Herod liv'd not to deſtroy, 

Or aim deſtruction at their bleſſed Boy; 
Commands to leave Egyptian lands, and bring 
To Judah's horders Judah's deftin'd King: 
With gratitude they yield 

Obedient ſtretch to Nazareth their way, 

And in its peaceful borders fix their ſtay. 

Tr hand of Gor, which forms with niceſt art, 
Each tender fibre, and each wond'rous part; 
Ordain'd all nature ſhould'his Son approve, 
Whoſe looks were ſweetneſs, and whoſe ſmiles were love. 
In comely ftature grew the heavnly Boy, 

The parents ſaw, and own'd the heart-felt j joy; 
His ſenſe and wiſdom kept an equal pace, 
And as he grew in ſtature, {6 in grace. 
Till now v twelve ſans had warm' d the fertile earth, 
Since Judah firſt proclaim'd his wond'rous birth; 
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When Egypt's Grlt-be orn fe 55 avenging pow'r wee + "wo | 


5 ; Crouds Hock d to celebrate eee DANG 
1 9 h . 
= But how ſhall weak 3 . 
| 3 When looking round they ſaw no Jzsvs near? . * 

q ERobb' d of the comfort of their bleſſed Child, 15 
4 r through hope, ani „ with i impatience, wilct ß 
_ They haſten back to Salem's hallow'd ground, = =» 
| If there, perchance, the Saviour may be found. 8 
= Eager they ask, and anxiouſly inquire, . 
Where ſtrays the object of their ſouls' deſire ? 
What dwelling hides, or happy walls contain : 
| The ſource of all their j joy, but now of all their pain? 
O give him to his tender parents breaſt, 
And be yourſelves, in bleſſing others, blef 1 
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5 With mercy” s arms 0 penitents ee 
Copy your heay'nly Father's boundleſs . 
Profuſe of bleſſings t. the race of inan: 0 
His rain refreſhes, and his ſun· beams gild 
As well the wicked as the good man's field: 
As vs forgive, ſo ſhall your Gop diſplay 
Forgiving merey at the laſt great dax. 
For know, the day \ will come, when all, with. fear 
Before Go juſt tribunal muſt appear, 
To reap the recompence of acts below; 2s 
| Thence ſoar to blifs, or plunge in endleſs woe. 
The trumpet's awful found ſhall raiſe the dead, 
And dire amazement o'er creation ſpread ; 
The Son of Man ſhall: come with pomp. and pow 7 
To ſpeak the ſentence of that dreadful hour: 
Millions of Seixrrs ſhall the Judge attend, 
And, with their piercing ſhouts, heav'n's concave rend; 5 
Thoſe, who have 100 d his precepts to obey, 1 
Like flocks of ſheep ſhall on his right hand ſtay; ; 
| While ſouls, of ev'ry righteous gift bereft, 
Like ſordid goats ſhall tremble. at his left: 
To thoſe, Ye bleſſed of my Father, live; 5: 
« And taſte the pureſt joys. that Heav'n can give: 
« Por I was hungry, and your tender care. 
Did ſweet refreſhments for my wants prepare; 3 
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A whirlwind rages, nay, a deluge flows; 
Still does it firm theſe rude aſſaults endure; 5 
The rock ſupports it, and the rock is * 
But not thus firmly will that building ſtand 
Whoſe baſis reſts u pon the fickle ſand: 
When whiſtling winds, and cloud-born torrents meet, 
Swell into ſtorm, and on its turrets beat, 

It ſhakes—it nods—till with a dreadful ſound 

It pours rebounding ruin on the ground. 

Who hears my words, and ſtrict obedience pays, 
His faith upon the rock of ages lays: D 

Though ſtorms of ſecution ſhould ariſe, 
Temptation's blaſts, and ſorrow's floods ſurpriſe, 
They cannot ſhake him, for his baſe is ſure; 

And ſhall to all eternity endure. 

Not fo, whom negli igence Permits to ſtray 

And, quit unthinking, virtue 's ſafer way: 

When perſecu tion frowns, or terror pours | 

Its fiery tempeſts, and enſanguin d ſhowers, 

He ſinks — unapt ſuch fury to w withſtand ; 
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hben to the youth, « Ariſe thou ſenſeleſs $ clay, 
Again to paſs life's tranſitory _ 
He ſaid L and ſtrait the youth with vigor ſprung, 
And, wrapp'd in wonder, on his parent hung. 
; Th' aftoniſh'd crowd exclaim, a God is here 
\ A Gon, whom Dear obeys, and Dxvils fear. 
his is indeed a prophet, kindly ſent Baß 
To teach, nay, almoſt force us, to repent. 
Tavs to reclaim the captive ſoul he ſtrove, 
marks of pow'r, or winning acts of love; 
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He bid five ſcanty loaves ſubſiſtence yield; 
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The diſtant regions caught the mighty fame, 
And thouſands learnt to ble the SAVIOUR'S 8 name. 
Ass calmly ſleeping in a ſhip he laid, 
A gath'ring ſtorm burſt furious o er his head; 
Tempeſtuous winds conſpir'd with foaming tides; 
And angry billows laſh'd the veſſel's hides: 
Ihe tir d diſciples to their Logo . 
Rouſe him to help, and hear their earneſt pray” 8 
Their want of confidence he gently blames, | 
And ſtrait the elemental fury tames 
With « BR Ar PEACE, ” he” ſpoke, and all was ill ;— 
Winds huſh'd ; waves placid; at their Maſter s will, 
Amaz'd, each trembles at that awful pow ol 
Which reſcues thus from danger's threat ning hour g 
Confeſs divine that univerſal ſway, 
Which lawleſs winds, and madd'ning waves obey. 
| Warns, at BeTHEsDa's/ pool, crowds flock to know 
The healing powers that from its waters flow, 
A cripple lay ſupine: misfortune's cries 
Few deign to hear, and many dare deſpiſe: 3 
To whom the Savioux, « Doſt thou wiſh to gain 
4 A ** from the galling bands of pain?” 
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And Mexcy ſmile not on the proſtrate poor; y 
In vain ten thouſand hecatombs ariſe, 
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In vain each oily torrent pours along, | 
And rapt'rous melody exalts the ſong; . 


In vain loud, long, and zealous pray rs aſcend, 
If no Gicerity of heart attend; 
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Nor give to hypocrites the praiſe of love. 


A youth enquires, What means ſhall I employ 


To gain poſicſion of eternal joy? 
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Too late he wiſh' d 
He lik'd his 
Tazn Jzsvs to t 

When daz bg riches 
Where affluence ſmiles, b 
« How few 
c As ſoon may cables 
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« Who (wretched ſouls) 
Who (but for plen 
Seck not on earth to heap unboundec 
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i What profit, if th: ö arbitrary way W 
4 The ſons of abend did obey; 22 
If in exchange, thy forfeit foul became 
«A prey to vengeance, and devouting flame? 

<« Or why diſtruſt God's providential care, ' _ 
ce Which compaſles the earth, and ſea, and  ; ng Ag 
< Behold the vegetable race, or view. ; 
The maiden lily in her ſilver hues 4 {0 
«© Unapt to ſpin, and uninform'd to toit. 
„ She finds ſubſiſtence i in her deſtin 'd fil: "RR 5 
* SOLOMON i in regal pomp array d, 
ce A fainter glow of ornament ap d. 
te Be only conſtant in the voice of pray r, 
Mm Nor doubt, however mean, God's conſtant care; 3 
te The ſmalleſt bird that wings its rapid way, 
© Through yielding air, and wide expanſe of day, 
ce. Flies but as Gop permits; who gives to raiſe 
« And ſtretch its throat, to chant i its Mazzx's praiſe. 
Then ſeek not, with an anxious care, to know 
405 What good or ill the morrow will beſtow; 
ad Where, for thy hunger, thou ſhalt find ſupplies, . 
% Or what ſhall guard thee from inclement skies; 
« Approve thy actions to the Gop above, 
« And find him Gop of mercy, God of love. 
« Ye fear the pow'r of man, whoſe little ſway, 
<« Extends no farther than life's fleeting day; 
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b O rather fear t 


« Nox think; ye kind 

> «In {ſmiling eaſe, or worldl 
Far other treatment muſt you 
« Denied that balm of human life, a 


« Nay, time ſhall come, 


* I die to ard them, 
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, in the well known: 


p But a, Pri will not 56 

« They know their Shepherd, but a ſtran 

And yet what greater bleſſings could I give, 

« To tempt all ſtraying flocks to hear and live? | 

< But theſe, O bleſſed Father, are my is a 

For theſe I pray d, and thou haſt heard my pray r: 

« O guard them from temptation's ares below, $9094. 4 
. And crowns of never fading bliſs. ſtow.” en Wt 
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= nnn thus, near Brrgaxr they Fay * 
Where LA2 nus in death J embrace was laid. 
Whom Jeſus greatly loyd—. 
Moyv'd with the anguiſ af his "AY ey friends, 
He fadly to the weeping, village tends. , 
He lifts his eyes, big forrow ſwell'd his breaſt; , 
Till Pity burſt in tears—  _- 
Ves Jsus wept—the gentle Paixex of Love 
Vouchſafes man's tender paſſions to approve ; 
| Allows in grief to lift the ſtreaming eye, 
And heave the boſom with the heart-felt ſigh: 
Then from the grave, while crowds with wonder gaze, 
He haſtes the happy L424 zus to raiſe. 175 
He bids, Come - forth, —and with an awful dread 
The gloomy cavern yields her ghaſtly dead. 
Attending Jaws convinc d, their homage pays 
Believe with wonder and with faith obey ; 


Save who replete with malice haſte to ſpread 
A ſwift deſtruction o er the Saviour” $ head. 
Fox now approach d che black, tremendous hour 
When Jzwisn rage conſpir d with ROMAN power, 
To act a deed, (the genuine deed of Hz.) 
Which ſcarce can thought conceive, and nature ſhrinks totell; 
To kill, who to relieve each *forrow ſtrove, 
Whoſe life was mercy, and whoſe breath was love. 
Ye ſons of darkneſs, where was conſcience fled? 


Where ſtray d your pity? or was juſtice dead ? 
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new command the Saviour chen explain d d: 
He broke the bread, and bleſſing, bid to tale . 
This is my body broken for your ſake: 


« Fat it in token of my dying love, 
And thus each comfort of my paſſion prove. 
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And thus the Saviour. by his | oy . . 1 
| The traitor heard Win,,  :Þ 
The darkeſt paths of deep ſt guilt to tread. e a 4 
Now black-brow'd ſorrow with her penfive train, MO. | | 

& menc'd her gloomy, unexampl'd reien ” 
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To put Kr wi utmoſt fervor pray: | 

Till agitations, mor | thought can 
han language paint, or tongue of angels teach, 

O'erpower his mind; all trembling he adores, _ = 

And thus his anguiſh to his Father pours: | ; | 1 
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0 FarkkRl let this bitter cup remove, . | 


« And make me happy with thy former love: al 
« Yet, if thy heav'nly will has ſo decreed, 


\nd thou ordain ſt thy victim Son to bleed, | 
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Fill men on 
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Thus rouz'd, the proſ 
His glorious m 
Unnumber' d ſouls, 
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He haſtens to his riends, where Satan ned 
 Skeep's drowly p poppies «a each pendant head; 

To whom (while yet intranc' di in ſloth they ay). 

« And is it thus my friends, ye watch and pray? 
« But what avails? the tempter muſt ſucceed ; 
5 « The ſheep muſt wander, and the Shepherd bleed : 
« But ſtill ariſe, ſee: where a hoſtile: band, 
Led by deceitful Jopas 1 is at hand. 
He faid, and torches ſhot a lurid: glare; 3 
And ſenſeleſs uproar rouz d the ſilent air; | 
When lol in front t apoſtate Judas ſtood 
Prepar d for treachery, prepar d for blood; 
Vet dares to meet the Man devoid of guile, 
And gild his helliſh purpoſe with a ſmile: 
Dares on thoſe lips, which never ſpake amis, 
To print the venom, of a traitor's kiſs; 
With fulſome, feign'd reſpect, to hail him Loxb, 
And thus for open miſchief give the word. 
But vainly, weak deſcriptive numbers flow, 
The calm compoſure of the Gop to ſhow ; 
; In vain muſt fancy's pencil aim to trace 
The mild forgiveneſs of the $avious's face ; 
Conceive it, all whom trifles overcom e, 
And ſully piety with paſſion's gloom: 


Conceive it (if ye can) ye ſons of fame, 
Whom modiſh. ingen kindle into ame ; - 
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But, O my Savioun, what atteinpe 1 can ahi BY 
| What power on earth, what eloquence can LE * 
The painful road thy imur d mercy trod; 
Or paint the tortures of the wn of God? 
With PETER; diſtant, trembling I — 9 5 
The fatal triumphs of that bod 1. HE 
Vet ſee a fight my guilty Soul to rend; t Gs | 
For Oh my fins trafifix'd that dying friend: 

PaTienT and gentle as a lamb he ſtands, 
Nor anſwers to the Pontiff's rough. demihdt :: 
Truth's ſacred myſt ries : are alone beftow'd: 
On thoſe who ſeck and labour to be good; 
Vice will againſt Heaven's $ kindeſt arts combine, 
As coſtly pearls in vain are offer d ſwine. 
Nor leſs was PLATE ſtruck with awful dread ; 
He greatly fear d ſuch blarnelefs blood to ſhed : 
But headſtrong malice, and unbrid! d rage, 
Nor flowing nutnbers boch, nor reaſon can aſſwage. 
To men who thirſt with fury for his blood, | 
Jz8vs ſeems guilty and BakabBas, ee 5 
As when the produce of deſcending rains 
Rolls from the mountains, and O erflows the plains: 
When rapid ſtreams their kaſty force combine, 
And floods with floods unmereifully join; 
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So, when the leafy honors of the wood, | 
Which long the fierceſt blaſts of Bonk AS ſtood, 
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| Have left their firm ſupport; th" intru. 
Officious ſeeks them on its wings to bear; 
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And now they riſe, now fall in flutt ring * 
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Irreſolute to fly, and yet unapt to ſtay; 


f 


* 


Till fiercer blaſts o erpower the yielding t train, 
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For DERviIs only could ſufficient prove 
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To torture mercy, and to murder love: 
Inventive fiends ſucceſsful arts inſpir'd, 2 
Till Hell itſelf; and even Jews were tir d. 


es frows with his beats blood: - 
I ig to the croſs 0 view . 


i His  blefled limbs they ſtretch,. his bleſſed limbs * tear; 
They pierce- thoſe hands, which yet deſire to ſpread, 

And bring down bleſſings on each finner's head; 
They fix thoſe feet; which yet would move, to ſhow 
Unwearied mercy to their greateſt foe. ' 

But nor malicious Ix ws nor Pilate's pow'r, 

Nor all the fury of that hell-born hour, 

Had kill'd the Loxy of Lis: E, if wretched man 

Had never wander' d from his Maker's Sith "Hs 

But devious thus, yet mercy is reveal'd, 

And by his ſtripes our wounded ſouls are heal'd. 

| Ons part, barbarians yet unhurt remains, 

'To ſpeak his anguiſh, and expreſs his pains ; 

Which yet O bid each mountain lend its gloom, 

Or in earth's yawning caverns ſeek for room; 

Fer. yet ye hear that unexampl d pray'r, 

C O FaTRHERR, pardon; bleſſed PATHER, ſpare, 

* Spare theſe inhuman fhedders of my blood, 
« Be mine, through torture, to procure them good.” 


At length all nature felt, and darkneſs . Ne f 


Her blackeſt veil to ſnade his ſacred head; 

' Rocks rent, earth ſhook, confuſion pour'd abroad, 

And all creation depot th en Gop: FS: 5 
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